SB 1425 / Open Space Elements Check-In - Meeting Summary
Date: August 15, 2025
Time: 11:30 am -12:30 pm (Virtual)

Meeting Overview

The August 15th meeting focused on experiences with in-house Open Space Element
updates, tools available to jurisdictions (notably the Bay Area Greenprint), and lessons
learned.

l. In-House vs. Consultant Supported Updating

Speaker: Ken Johnson (Brisbane)

e Brisbane Update
Conducting a comprehensive in-house update (first since 1994).
Retaining many 1994 goals/programs while filling gaps.
Workshops held with Planning Commission, Open Space & Ecology
Committee, and IDEA Committee; Council adoption expected in the fall.

o Outreach efforts include city newsletter articles, workshops, and upcoming
pop-ups at Farmers’ Market and Day in the Park festival.

o Preparing a new Open Space Resources map (parks, facilities, trails) and a
Land Use Element amendment alongside the Open Space update.

o Challenges: Limited state guidance, timing constraints for staff preparation
and review.

o Advice: Be cautious not to over-restructure; updating in-house can work
well but requires significant staff time (roughly one-third of staff planner’s
time plus support from other staff).

e Foster City Update (Postponed)

Il. Bay Area Greenprint

Speaker: Elizabeth O’Donoghue (The Nature Conservancy)
Resource: bayareagreenprint.org

e Tooltointegrate natural resource conservation early in planning and provide
data/assessments.
e Applications for Open Space Elements:


https://www.bayareagreenprint.org/?utm_source=chatgpt.com

o Map natural assets and overlay with Environmental Justice data to identify
access gaps.
o Support rewilding, climate resilience policies, and habitat connectivity (AB
1889 “Room to Roam Act”).
o Access case studies, a glossary of policies, and a “mitigation wizard.”
o New Equity Module highlights disparities and access issues.
e No need forjurisdictions to seek approval before using Greenprint data.
e TNC encourages jurisdictions to share experiences to build a library of case
examples.
e Consulting support may be possible, though TNC’s capacity is limited.

lll. Group Discussion: Lessons Learned & Best Practices

e General agreement on value of peer learning and sharing resources.
e Recognition that state guidance, once released, will be a helpful discussion topic.

IV. Next Steps

e Follow up with Liz regarding TNC’s consulting capacity.
e Compile list of jurisdictions that have completed updates.
e Continue convening every other month (next meeting to be scheduled accordingly).

Meeting Adjourned at 12:30 pm
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