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AGENDA
ITEM TIME

What is the Bay Area Greenprint? 5 mins

Open Space Element (SB 1425, Stern, 2022) 15 mins

Habitat Connectivity (AB 1889, Friedman, 2024) 1 min

Q&A

www.bayareagreenprint.org



The Bay Area Greenprint is a tool that reveals the 

multiple benefits of natural and agricultural lands, 

empowering users to inform land use and 

infrastructure planning decisions with better data, 

including hazard areas and conservation policies.

The Goal:
To foster growth that balances nature, agriculture 

and the needs of a growing region

BAY AREA GREENPRINT

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes





THE OBJECTIVES OF THE
BAY AREA GREENPRINT

1. Incorporate natural resource 
conservation early in planning 
processes

2. Supply planners with a one-stop 
shop for natural resource data and 
assessments

3. Provide a common analysis for 
funding  and project opportunities

4. Raise awareness about nature and 
its benefits



ADVISORS

Nichols · Berman 
Environmental Planning

Strategic Science



Habitat Connectivity

Compensatory 
Mitigation

Outdoor Recreation

Carbon Storage

Policy

Food Production

Water Supply

Water Quality

Water Hazard Risk 
Reduction

Prioritized Habitat

A FRAMEWORK FOR NATURE'S 
VALUES AND BENEFITS
Reports around nature’s values and benefits:

Climate Change

Urban 
Greening

Air Quality

Resilience



ACCESSING THE GREENPRINT
www.bayareagreenprint.org



All cities and counties to update the Open Space Element by Jan. 1, 2026, 
focusing on: 

• Equitable access to open space, w/ EJ element
• Climate resilience and co-benefits of open space, w/ safety element
• Rewilding opportunities, w/ land use element

Use the Greenprint to: 

• Identify and map natural assets
• Overlay EJ data to identify nature access gaps
• Support rewilding and climate resilience actions and policies

Not in the Greenprint

• A complete library of all existing open space plans and policies
• A list of organizations engaged in an area

Open Space Element

Blogs: Ascent and Dudek

https://ascent.inc/sb1425-ab1889/
https://dudek.com/sb-1425-ab-1889-general-plan-updates/


Identify and map natural assets
Map Layers

Over 100 layers

Protected lands + CLN Wetlands + Groundwater Recharge 
Potential + Peak Flow Retention + 
Aboveground Carbon Sequestration



Identify and map natural assets
Analysis and 
Reporting



Identify and map natural assets
Narrative and Framing: Home page, tabs and fun facts



Identify and map natural assets
Policies

This map shows: 
● Agricultural Policies
● Coastal Zone Policies
● Critical Habitat 
● Hillside Policies
● Riparian Policies
● Williamson Act Properties

Tip: Search the Glossary for Policies to see the 
breadth that exist in the Bay Area



Equitable Access to Open Space 
Issue Relevant locations in the 

Greenprint
Opportunities to consider using 
the Greenprint

Equitable Access 
to Open Space

Charts in tabs

Equity Tab
- Disparities in Access & Exposure
- Demographics

30x30 Report

Building/expanding parks, green spaces in 
underserved neighborhoods;

Prioritizing land acquisition, programming 
and amenity enhancements in park-poor, 
disadvantaged communities;

Designing regional trails, greenways, or 
open spaces for increased connectivity 
and access to underserved areas;

Improving access to educational, 
stewardship, and job opportunities for 
marginalized and disadvantaged 
communities in natural and working lands



Equitable Access to Open Space



Climate Resilience
Issue Locations in the 

Greenprint
Opportunities to consider using 
the Greenprint

Climate Resilience 
and Co-Benefits of 
Open Space 

Resilience Tab - curated
Area Report
All other tabs
Data layers: 
- Climate Change (floodplains, 

resilient areas, coastal habitat, 
coastal migration, SLR)

- Hazards (WUI, wildfire, seismic)
- Wetlands
- Peak Flow Retention
- Carbon storage
- Pollutant sequestration
- Urban greening (Heat, Park 

Need, tree planting)

Implement nature-based solutions to enhance 
community and ecosystem resilience 

Restore and enhance natural floodplains to 
increase resilience to floods and drought, and 
promote healthy ecosystems

Promote forest management practices to reduce 
severe wildfire and promote biodiversity, 
particularly in the WUI

Plant trees and expand parks to reduce heat, 
filter air pollutants, and support wildlife, 
particularly in park and tree-poor neighborhoods

Adopt habitat connectivity policies to enable 
native plants to shift habitats and wildlife to 
migrate in response to a changing climate

Protect forests and grasslands to sequester 
carbon and avoid GHG emissions



Climate Resilience

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Overview
Carbon storage
Community risk and resilience
Ecological risk and resilience
Food production risk and resilience



Rewilding
A conservation approach focused on 
restoring and protecting natural 
ecosystems. It involves a variety of 
strategies, including habitat restoration, 
species reintroduction, and allowing 
natural processes to take over, with the 
goal of promoting biodiversity and 
ecosystem health, and the associated 
co-benefits.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Protect and restore large areas of connected habitat

SB 1425 Rewilding Opportunities include: 
Opportunities to preserve, enhance, and expand an integrated network of open space to support beneficial uses, such as habitat, recreation, natural resources, historic and tribal resources, water management, and aesthetics
Establishing a natural communities conservation plan (or RCIS) to provide for coordinated mitigation of the impacts of new development



Rewilding
Issue Locations in the 

Greenprint
Opportunities to consider using 
the Greenprint

Rewilding 
Opportunities

Historic extent of the Bay
PCAs
Conservation Land Network
SFEI EcoAtlas Projects
Habitat Connectivity
Equity Access
Conservation Plan Density
Restoration opportunities

Restore and protect floodplains

Protect and steward lands important for 
biodiversity, habitat connectivity and 
wildlife corridors

Adopt habitat connectivity policies (See 
Ventura County’s policy)

Support compact development policies 
and zoning, especially in the WUI

Restore baylands, connecting uplands to 
the baylands

Develop Regional Conservation 
Investment Strategies and Advance 
Mitigation programs

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Opportunities to preserve, enhance, and expand an integrated network of open space to support beneficial uses, such as habitat, recreation, natural resources, historic and tribal resources, water management, and aesthetics
Establishing a natural communities conservation plan to provide for coordinated mitigation of the impacts of new development
Connectivity standards and policies: wildlife-friendly fencing and lighting, buffers from sensitive resources, prohibitions on invasive plants, habitat connectivity overlay zones, and compact development standards that protect open space.




Habitat Connectivity
“Room to Roam Act” - update the conservation element in next 
adoption or revision of one or more elements on or after 1/1/2028

• ID and analyze connectivity areas, permeability and natural 
landscape areas

• ID and analyze existing or planned wildlife passage features to 
ensure that planned development does not undermine their 
effectiveness

• Consider the impacts of development and the barriers to wildlife 
and habitat connectivity

• Avoid, minimize or mitigate impacts and barriers
• Analyze and consider opportunities to remediate existing barriers 

and restore degraded habitat and open space



Habitat Connectivity



WE WANT YOUR FEEDBACK

info@bayareagreenprint.org

BayAreaGreenprint.org

mailto:info@bayareagreenprint.org


In Appreciation:
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