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Introduction

e Why we’re here
e Growing importance of Open Space and
Conservation Planning in California
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Drivers & Implications

e | egislative Drivers
o SB 1425 (2024): Open Space Element (January 1, 2026)
o AB 1889 (2024): Conservation Element (January 1, 2028)
o State focus on open space and conservation (30 x 30,
Executive Order N-82-20, etc.)
o State focus on climate change and resiliency (Natural and
Working Lands Climate Smart Strategy, Nature-Based
Solutions Climate Targets, etc.)
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Drivers & Implications

e Implications for Local Governments

o Mandatory Updates

o Cross-Element and Plan Integration
o Data-Driven Quantitative Analysis
o Implementation and Monitoring

o Alignment with State Priorities
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Alignment & Integration
Opportunities

e Other plans that tie into Open Space and Conservation Elements:
o Climate Vulnerability Assessment (CVA)
o Local Hazard Mitigation Plan (LHMP)
o General Plan Land Use, Safety, and Environmental Justice Element
o Parks and Recreation Plans *
o Urban Forestry Plans
o Habitat Conservation Plans
o Community Wildfire Protection Plan
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From State Guidance to Local Plans F

e Rincon supporting the Governor’s Office of Land Use

and Climate Innovation (formerly OPR)
comprehensively update the General Plan Guidelines

 Provided support and peer review for SB 1425
Technical Advisory (Discussion Draft)

DISCUSSION DRAFT

SB 1425 (Stern)
Open Space Element Update
Technical Advisory

e Recently completed Foster City updates, and working
with several other jurisdictions nearing completion

GENERAL PLAN TECHNICAL SERIES

SSION DRAFT VERSION: Oct. 6, 2025
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Process Steps

ol

000

Develop &
Implement

Assess Existing
Conditions

Policy Development

Implementation
Engage & Set Existing Conditions Analyze &

Direction Mapping & Spatial Analysis Prioritize

Partner Engagement Synthesis of Findings
Legislative Review Constraints & Opportunities
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Considerations and Opportunities

e Opportunities Beyond Compliance
o Unlock state and federal funding
o Advance community priorities
o |Integrate climate resilience and equity into planning
o Demonstrate leadership in sustainability and conservation
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How Rincon Can Support g
e Core Expertise e Implementation Support
o Natural and working lands expertise, o Alignment across General Plan
including carbon, biodiversity, and elements and policy development

habitat connectivity o Technical modeling and mapping to

o Multi-benefit, data-driven planning support decision-making
grounded in ecosystem services

o Equitable community engagement
o |Integrated delivery across planning, and implementation support

GIS, biology, CEQA, Tribal, housing,

and engagement
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Thank You

Additional Questions?

Rincon is here to help! Please reach out to our experts to answer any additional questions and
get support for any of your General Plan Update and other planning needs.

Della Acosta

510-356-2994
dacosta@rinconconsultants.com

Lexi Journey

805-947-4822
ljourney@rinconconsultants.com



